
 

May 7, 2020 

The Honorable Mitch McConnell                        The Honorable Chuck Schumer 
Majority Leader Minority Leader  
U.S. Senate U.S. Senate  
S-230, The Capitol S-221, The Capitol 
Washington, DC 20510                                       Washington, DC 20510 
 
The Honorable Nancy Pelosi  The Honorable Kevin McCarthy  
Speaker Majority Leader 
U.S. House of Representatives U.S. House of Representatives  
H-232, The Capitol  H-204, The Capitol  
Washington, DC 20510                                      Washington, DC 20515 

Dear Speaker Pelosi, Minority Leader McCarthy, Leader McConnell and Minority Leader 
Schumer,  
 
We are writing to urge you to increase funding for programs that support people 
struggling with substance use disorders (SUDs) during the COVID-19 pandemic. In the 
United States, it is estimated that 20 million people suffer from a substance use 
disorder. Health officials warn that those struggling with an addiction --- particularly 
opioid and methamphetamine use disorders -- and those who smoke or vape nicotine or 
marijuana may be more vulnerable than others to the coronavirus that causes 
COVID-19 and to developing more severe symptoms. COVID-19 attacks the respiratory 
tract and can lead to serious complications, such as pneumonia and respiratory failure.  
 
Congress has taken crucial steps to mitigate the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on 
our nation, including passing economic stimulus packages, making modest changes to 
the criminal justice system, and providing expanded family leave and unemployment 
benefits. We understand that Congress is currently working on a fourth package. In light 
of the devastating effects that this crisis may have on people with SUD, we urge 
Congress to expand funding for the critical programs that support people struggling with 
SUDs and their families and communities in the next COVID-19 package.  
 
We request your support for the following programs to handle the increased demand for 
SUD services during the pandemic: 
 

1. Comprehensive Opioid, Stimulant, and Substance Abuse Program 
(COSSAP). COSSAP is an Office of Justice Programs grant program that 
provides support to states, units of local government, and tribal governments to 
plan, develop, and implement comprehensive efforts to identify, respond to, treat, 

 



and support those impacted by substance use disorders. Through this program, 
grantees deliver training and technical assistance to state and local criminal 
justice and substance use disorder treatment agencies and support partnerships 
and collaboration across public health, behavioral health, and public safety 
sectors. This program was funded in FY20 at $180 million. We urge Congress to 
provide $25 million in supplemental funding for the COSSAP program so that the 
needs of families and communities that have been heightened during this crisis 
can be addressed.  
 

2. Residential Substance Abuse Program for State Prisoners (RSAT). This 
program assists states and local governments in developing and implementing 
critical substance use treatment programs in state, local, and tribal correctional 
and detention facilities. The program also assists with efforts to create and 
maintain community reintegration services for individuals after they are released 
from incarceration, thereby facilitating an individual’s re-entry process. 
 
According to a 2019 report by the National Academies of Science, 
Engineering and Medicine, more than half of those in prison have been 
diagnosed with a substance use disorder, and 15 percent of those in jails 
have an opioid use disorder. We are currently facing a national crisis, but 
it is particularly acute in our prisons and jails, who are grappling with 
severe outbreaks under very challenging circumstances. Increasing RSAT 
funding for individuals both in detention and who are being released would 
help the corrections community handle one important aspect of this crisis: 
providing treatment services for this population during this crisis. 
Treatment is essential for those who are poised to reenter their 
communities as a result of being high risk for complications from COVID 
19. Congress appropriated $31 million in FY20 for this program, but it has 
not been reauthorized since 2000. We urge Congress to reauthorize the 
program and provide $25 million of supplemental funding for RSAT so that 
people with SUD in correctional settings can receive the treatment they 
need. 
 

3. Substance Abuse Prevention and Treatment (SAPT) Block Grant. The 
SAPT BLock Grant, administered by SAMHSA within the Department of 
Health and Human Services, is the largest federal formula grant and most 
important source of federal funding to State substance use agencies and 
systems supporting prevention, treatment, and recovery. This grant 
contains a 20% set aside that must go towards primary prevention 
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services, which are particularly critical in this time of national crisis. 
Congress funded this program in FY20 at $1.858 billion. We urge 
Congress to provide an additional $250 million of supplemental funding for 
this program so that the important work of prevention, treatment and 
recovery can continue when communities are most in need. 
 

4. Drug-Free Communities (DFC) Program. The DFC program supports 
programs that establish and strengthen collaboration among communities, 
public and private non-profit agencies, as well as federal, state, local, and 
tribal governments to support the efforts of community coalitions working 
to prevent and reduce substance abuse among youth, as well as to 
reduce substance abuse among adults by addressing the factors in a 
community that increase the risk of substance abuse and promoting the 
factors that minimize the risk of substance abuse. The most recent 
evaluation of the program in June 2019 demonstrates the program's 
effectiveness, showing declines in rates of substance use in DFC 
communities. This program was funded at $101.25 million in FY20. We 
urge Congress to provide $25 million in supplemental funding for the DFC 
program so that the organizations that are making progress in this area 
can step up and meet the increased demand for these programs during 
this crisis. 

 
5. The Family Support Services for Addiction Act (H.R. 5572/S. 3179). This 

bipartisan legislation would establish a grant program for community 
organizations that provide support for families of individuals struggling with SUD. 
Research tells us that when family members are engaged and armed with 
knowledge to support their loved ones struggling with SUD, we see better 
outcomes for both the individual with the SUD and their family. Family support is 
even more critical now, when most communities are sheltering in place and 
people are spending more time with their families. We urge Congress to include 
this bill and a $5 million appropriation in any forthcoming COVID package so that 
families can receive support to help a loved one with an SUD through this crisis. 

 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Addiction Policy Forum (APF) 
Alliance for Addiction and Mental Health Services, Maine 
American Association for the Treatment of Opioid Dependence (AATOD) 
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American Psychological Association (APA) 
Brave Health 
Bullitt Opioid Addiction Team  
Campaign for Youth Justice (CSYJ) 
Center for Adolescent Substance Use and Addiction Research at Boston Children's Hospital 
Center for Community Resilience 
Center on Addiction + Partnership for Drug-Free Kid 
Community Anti-Drug Coalitions of America (CADCA) 
Correctional Leaders Association (CLA) 
Drug Free America Foundation, Inc. 
Eluna (formerly The Moyer Foundation) 
Emergent BioSolutions  
Faces & Voices of Recovery 
Friends of NIDA 
International Community Corrections Association (ICCA) 
institute for Behavioral Health 
Legal Action Center  
Local Initiatives Support Corporation (LISC) 
Mothers Against Prescription Drug Abuse (MAPDA) 
NAADAC, the Association for Addiction Professionals 
National Association for Children of Addiction (NACoA) 
National Association of Counties (NACO) 
National Association of County Behavioral Health and Developmental Disability Directors 
(NACBHDD) 
National Association of Drug Court Professionals (NADCP) 
National Association of Pretrial Services Agencies (NAPSA)  
National Association for Rural Mental Health (NARMH) 
National Association of State Alcohol and Drug Abuse Directors (NASADAD) 
National Commission on Correctional Health Care 
National Council for Behavioral Health 
National District Attorneys Association (NDAA) 
National Families In Action 
National Prevention Science Coalition to Improve Lives (NPSC) 
Positive Recovery Centers 
Student Assistance Services Corporation (SasCorp) 
Save Our Society From Drugs 
Shatterproof 
Smart Approaches to Marijuana Action (SAM Action) 
Strengthening the Mid-Atlantic Region for Tomorrow (SMART) 
Treatment Alternatives for Safe Communities (TASC, Inc.) 
Treatment Communities of America 
Trust for America's Health 
Tyler’s Light 
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Victoria Siegel Foundation 
WestCare Foundation 
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